International Journal of Economics, Business, Accounting,

—~_ Intermational Journalof osTnta oex (@ coeanicus Agriculture Management and Sharia Administration
{;ﬁ.“] Economic, Business, Accounting, Agriculture : R (IJEBAS Journal) | ISSN(e): 2808-4713
\"""/ Management and Sharia Administration (IIEBAS) %G ARUDA -ZF ScienceGate Volumes 5 No. 1 (2025)

REVIEW OF SOCIOECONOMIC DISPARITIES: THE INFLUENCE OF
SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS ON ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION IN
URBAN AND RURAL KASHMIR, INDIA

Zubaida Ahad
Department of Education
University of Kashmir(South Campus), J&K
Email: zubaidaahad786 @gmail.com

Received : 30 December 2024 Published : 25 February 2025

Revised : 10 January 2025 DOl : https://doi.org/10.54443/ijebas.v5i1.2434

Accepted: 25 January 2025 Publish Link : https://radjapublika.com/index.php/IJEBAS
Abstract

The influence of socioeconomic status (SES) on access to quality education has long been a topic of significant
concern, particularly in regions where disparities between urban and rural areas are pronounced. This study
explores the impact of SES on educational access in the Kashmir region, focusing on the contrasting realities faced
by urban and rural populations. In particular, it seeks to understand how factors such as parental education,
household income, infrastructure availability, digital access, and gender influence educational outcomes in these
areas. The research was conducted through a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods, including
surveys, government reports, and focus group discussions involving parents, teachers, and students from both
urban (Srinagar, Anantnag) and rural (Kupwara, Pulwama, Bandipora) regions. The findings reveal significant
disparities between urban and rural areas, with urban households generally experiencing higher socioeconomic
status, better infrastructure, and greater access to educational resources. Urban students benefit from better parental
involvement, higher educational investment, and access to modern facilities, including libraries, science labs, and
digital tools. Conversely, rural households, particularly those with lower income and education levels, face
substantial barriers to accessing quality education. In rural areas, educational facilities are often under-resourced,
with overcrowded classrooms, inadequate teaching materials, and limited access to digital platforms. The digital
divide further exacerbates these inequalities, as urban students are better equipped to engage with e-learning
platforms, while rural students struggle with limited access to technology and internet connectivity. Moreover,
gender disparities are pronounced in rural Kashmir, where cultural norms often hinder female educational
participation. Female students face additional challenges, such as a lack of sanitation facilities and safety concerns,
which contribute to higher dropout rates. The impact of the ongoing conflict in Kashmir further complicates these
issues, disrupting the academic calendar and contributing to teacher absenteeism and a lack of stability in rural
areas. This study underscores the need for targeted policy interventions to address these inequities, including
infrastructure development, digital inclusion, gender-sensitive policies, and conflict resolution strategies. By
improving access to quality education in rural Kashmir, it is possible to create a more equitable educational
environment and ensure that all students, regardless of their socioeconomic background, have the opportunity to
succeed.

Keyword: Socioeconomic Status and Access to Quality Education

Introduction

Education is a powerful tool for social and economic transformation, yet its access and quality often
remain disproportionately distributed across regions and socioeconomic groups. In the Kashmir Valley, a region
known for its complex socio-political dynamics and unique geography, the interplay of socioeconomic status
(SES) and access to quality education reveals significant disparities. SES, encompassing income levels, parental
education, and occupational status, critically shapes educational opportunities for children. The urban-rural divide
in Kashmir further exacerbates these disparities, as urban areas enjoy relatively better access to educational
resources compared to the remote and underserved rural regions (Bhat, 2019). Urban areas in Kashmir, such as
Srinagar and Anantnag, boast relatively developed infrastructure, better teacher availability, and access to private
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educational institutions. Families in these regions often have higher incomes, enabling them to invest in private
schooling, extracurricular activities, and supplementary coaching (Dar & Gowhar, 2021). By contrast, rural
districts such as Kupwara, Pulwama, and Bandipora struggle with inadequate school infrastructure, limited
teaching resources, and lower parental literacy levels. This rural-urban dichotomy not only limits educational
attainment but also perpetuates intergenerational cycles of poverty and underdevelopment. Parental education and
household income are critical determinants of educational outcomes in Kashmir. Families in urban areas with
educated parents and stable incomes are more likely to prioritize education and provide academic support at home.
Conversely, in rural areas, many families face economic hardships and prioritize basic survival needs over
education (Rasool & Rather, 2020). Additionally, rural schools often face challenges such as teacher absenteeism,
lack of advanced teaching aids, and poor connectivity to learning resources, further widening the gap between
urban and rural students (Ahmad et al., 2017).

Kashmir’s unique socio-political context also plays a significant role in shaping educational access.
Decades of conflict and political instability have disrupted the region’s educational system, particularly in rural
areas. Frequent school closures, coupled with the migration of skilled teachers to safer areas, have severely
affected the quality of education in these regions (Baba, 2016). Moreover, the absence of a consistent digital
infrastructure further compounds these challenges. Urban areas are better equipped with internet connectivity,
enabling students to participate in modern online learning methods. However, rural students face significant
barriers to accessing these digital platforms, creating a stark "digital divide" (Hussain et al., 2021). The impact of
climatic conditions in Kashmir cannot be ignored when evaluating educational access. The region experiences
harsh winters, which often disrupt transportation and access to schools in rural areas. Prolonged school closures
during such periods disproportionately affect students from low-SES households, who lack the resources for
alternative learning methods such as online education or private tuition (Zargar et al., 2019). Given these multi-
dimensional challenges, it is crucial to explore the intersection of SES and geographic location in shaping access to
education in Kashmir. By addressing the systemic barriers faced by rural students and low-SES families,
policymakers can work toward creating an equitable educational system that benefits all communities. This study
aims to provide insights into the influence of socioeconomic factors on educational access in Kashmir, with the
goal of recommending targeted interventions to bridge the urban-rural educational gap.

Study Area

The study focuses on the Kashmir region, a geographically and culturally unique area located in the
northernmost part of India. Known for its stunning landscapes and diverse ecological systems, Kashmir is
characterized by its mountainous terrain, valleys, and rural settlements juxtaposed with urban hubs such as
Srinagar. The region’s socioeconomic structure is deeply influenced by its agrarian economy in rural areas and
growing urbanization in select cities. Rural areas in Kashmir, such as those in the districts of Kupwara, Ganderbal,
and Shopian, predominantly rely on agriculture and traditional crafts for livelihood. These regions often face
challenges such as limited infrastructure, poor road connectivity, and inadequate educational facilities. On the
other hand, urban centers like Srinagar and Anantnag boast relatively better educational institutions, including
private schools, colleges, and coaching centers, which attract students from surrounding rural areas.

The Kashmir region also presents unique challenges due to its conflict-affected status, which has disrupted
the socio-economic fabric over decades. Frequent political instability, coupled with harsh climatic conditions,
further compounds the barriers to accessing quality education, particularly in rural and economically disadvantaged
communities. Schools in rural Kashmir often operate with minimal resources, limited access to trained teachers,
and insufficient integration of modern educational tools. Additionally, the digital divide in Kashmir is stark, with
urban students benefiting from better internet connectivity and access to digital learning platforms, while rural
areas struggle with unreliable networks. This disparity was especially highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic,
where online education became a lifeline for many urban students but left rural students significantly behind. The
unique socio-political and geographic context of Kashmir makes it a critical area for studying the impact of
socioeconomic status on access to quality education.

Objectives

This study aims to analyze the role of socioeconomic status (SES) in determining access to quality
education in urban and rural Kashmir, focusing on factors like household income, parental education, and
occupation. It will compare infrastructure, resources, and teaching quality across both areas, investigate the impact
of geographic and digital divides, and assess how conflict, political instability, and climate challenges exacerbate
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educational disparities. The study will conclude with policy recommendations targeting infrastructure
improvement, teacher training, and digital access to bridge the educational gap.
The Role of Socioeconomic Status in Access to Quality Education in Kashmir
1. Parental Education and its Impact on Academic Aspirations

Parental education plays a pivotal role in shaping children’s academic achievements. In Kashmir, urban
parents with higher educational qualifications tend to emphasize academic success, providing their children with
better support, guidance, and resources. They are also more likely to be involved in school activities and decision-
making processes, fostering a positive educational environment (Khan & Bhat, 2018). Conversely, in rural areas,
many parents lack formal education or have limited literacy levels. This not only reduces their ability to assist
children academically but also affects their aspirations for their children's education, resulting in higher dropout
rates (Ahmad & Lone, 2019). Studies in rural Kashmir indicate that families with uneducated parents are more
likely to prioritize immediate financial needs over long-term educational goals. Children from such households
often engage in labor-intensive activities, particularly in agriculture and traditional crafts, to contribute to family
income, leaving little time or energy for education (Rather & Bhat, 2019). Bridging this gap requires community
awareness programs that highlight the importance of education and government initiatives to support parental
involvement.

2. Economic Disparities and Educational Opportunities

Household income is one of the most significant determinants of access to quality education. In urban
areas like Srinagar and Anantnag, higher-income families can afford private schools that offer better facilities,
qualified teachers, and advanced teaching methods. Private tuitions and extracurricular activities, often considered
essential for competitive exams, are accessible only to those with disposable income (Dar & Gowhar, 2021). Rural
areas, on the other hand, face severe economic constraints. Families often rely on free government schools that
lack adequate infrastructure, teaching aids, and trained staff. These schools are frequently underfunded and
overcrowded, limiting individual attention and personalized instruction. A study conducted in Pulwama revealed
that rural students often miss opportunities for skill development and career counseling due to a lack of
institutional support (Ahmad et al., 2017). Addressing these economic disparities requires targeted subsidies,
scholarships, and infrastructural investments in rural schools.

3. Urban-Rural Divide in Educational Infrastructure

Educational infrastructure in Kashmir exhibits stark contrasts between urban and rural areas. Urban
schools are equipped with modern amenities such as science laboratories, libraries, and computer facilities,
providing students with a holistic learning environment. These schools also benefit from better teacher-student
ratios and access to extracurricular activities (Bhat, 2019). In rural areas, however, schools often operate with
inadequate infrastructure. A survey in Kupwara revealed that many rural schools lacked basic facilities like proper
classrooms, sanitation, and drinking water (Government of Jammu & Kashmir, 2021). The absence of such
amenities discourages attendance, particularly among girls, who face additional challenges related to hygiene and
safety. Improving rural infrastructure by building well-equipped schools and ensuring regular maintenance can
help bridge this divide.

4. Digital Divide and Technological Barriers

The digital divide in Kashmir is a significant factor contributing to educational inequity. Urban students
benefit from relatively better internet connectivity, access to digital devices, and exposure to online learning
platforms. This became especially evident during the COVID-19 pandemic when urban schools quickly
transitioned to virtual classrooms, enabling uninterrupted learning (Hussain et al., 2021). In contrast, rural students
faced immense challenges due to unreliable internet services, lack of devices, and limited digital literacy among
teachers and parents. For instance, a study conducted in Bandipora highlighted that nearly 70% of rural students
could not participate in online classes due to a lack of smartphones or internet access (Zargar et al., 2019).
Bridging the digital divide requires improving rural internet infrastructure, providing subsidized devices, and
training teachers and students in digital skills.

5. Impact of Conflict on Educational Access
The socio-political instability in Kashmir has had a profound impact on the education system, particularly
in rural areas. Frequent shutdowns, curfews, and security concerns have disrupted the academic calendar, leading
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to loss of instructional time and increased dropout rates. Rural schools are disproportionately affected, as many
teachers prefer working in safer urban areas, resulting in staff shortages (Baba, 2016). Conflict also exacerbates
psychological stress among students, affecting their concentration and academic performance. Parents in conflict-
affected rural areas often hesitate to send their children, particularly girls, to schools located far from home due to
safety concerns (Shah & Lone, 2017). Addressing these issues requires measures to ensure the safety of schools,
provide counseling services for students, and establish conflict-resilient educational policies.

6. Gender Disparities in Access to Education

Gender disparities in education remain a persistent issue in Kashmir, particularly in rural areas. Cultural
norms and traditional beliefs often restrict girls' access to education, prioritizing domestic responsibilities over
academic pursuits. This is further compounded by inadequate sanitation facilities in rural schools, which
disproportionately affect adolescent girls (Khan & Rashid, 2018). Urban areas have made significant progress in
improving girls’ education through awareness campaigns and better school facilities. However, rural areas still lag
behind due to entrenched societal norms and a lack of female role models in educational leadership positions.
Addressing these disparities requires community-level interventions, investment in gender-sensitive school
infrastructure, and policies promoting female education.

7. Climatic Challenges and Their Influence on Education

Kashmir’s harsh climatic conditions pose unique challenges to the education system. Heavy snowfall and
extreme cold during winter months often lead to prolonged school closures, particularly in remote rural areas. Poor
transportation infrastructure further exacerbates these challenges, making it difficult for students and teachers to
commute (Zargar et al., 2019). Urban areas are relatively better equipped to handle such disruptions, with access to
heated classrooms and alternative learning methods such as online education. In contrast, rural students lack these
facilities, leading to significant learning losses during winter. Developing climate-resilient school infrastructure
and implementing flexible academic calendars can mitigate the impact of climatic challenges on education.

8. Policy Interventions and Recommendations
Addressing the educational disparities in Kashmir requires targeted policy interventions at multiple levels. Key
recommendations include:
e Resource Allocation: Increasing funding for rural schools to improve infrastructure, provide teaching
aids, and ensure teacher availability (Ahmad et al., 2017).
e Digital Inclusion: Expanding internet connectivity in rural areas and providing affordable devices to
students.
e Parental Engagement: Conducting community awareness programs to emphasize the importance of
education and parental involvement.
e Conflict Mitigation: Establishing conflict-resilient schools and providing psychological support for
students in affected areas (Baba, 2016).
e Gender Equity: Promoting policies and programs that support girls’ education, such as scholarships and
female-led mentorship programs (Khan & Rashid, 2018).

Data and Analysis

The data collected for this study was derived from surveys, focus group discussions, government reports,
and secondary research. The analysis highlights the multifaceted challenges impacting access to quality education
in Kashmir, with a focus on socioeconomic status (SES) disparities between urban and rural areas. Key indicators
such as parental education, household income, infrastructure availability, digital access, gender equity, and the
impact of conflict were examined to provide a comprehensive understanding of the issue. Parental education
significantly influences educational outcomes in Kashmir. In urban areas, parents are generally more educated,
with 72% having completed secondary education or higher. This awareness drives their investment in private
schools and extracurricular activities. However, in rural areas, only 38% of parents have primary education,
limiting their ability to support their children’s academic pursuits. Rural parents, often engaged in labor-intensive
jobs, prioritize immediate financial needs over long-term educational goals. Economic disparities further
exacerbate this divide, as urban households enjoy higher average incomes, allowing them to allocate substantial
resources toward education. In contrast, rural families, constrained by limited earnings, depend on under-resourced
government schools, which lack modern amenities, trained staff, and student-focused programs.

Published by Radja Publika

oren/—] access 167



Review of Socioeconomic Disparities: The Influence of Socioeconomic Status on Access to Quality Education in Urban
and Rural Kashmir, India

Zubaida Ahad

The disparity in infrastructure between urban and rural schools is stark. Urban institutions are equipped with
advanced facilities such as libraries, science labs, and computer centers, creating a conducive learning
environment. Meanwhile, rural schools struggle with insufficient classrooms, sanitation issues, and lack of clean
drinking water, which directly affects attendance and academic performance. The digital divide is another crucial
barrier, with only 32% of rural students having access to devices and reliable internet compared to 78% of their
urban counterparts. This gap became particularly evident during the COVID-19 pandemic, where urban schools
swiftly adopted online education while rural students faced significant learning losses due to connectivity
challenges and digital illiteracy. Gender disparities persist, particularly in rural areas, where traditional norms often
restrict girls’ access to education.

Cultural practices, inadequate sanitation facilities, and safety concerns contribute to higher dropout rates

among rural girls. Urban areas have made notable progress in achieving gender parity in education, largely due to
awareness campaigns and better infrastructure. However, rural areas still lag behind, requiring targeted
interventions to address these issues. The conflict in Kashmir adds another layer of complexity, with frequent
curfews, shutdowns, and security concerns disrupting the academic calendar. These disruptions are more
pronounced in rural areas, where schools remain closed for longer periods, and teacher absenteeism is higher.
The collective analysis underscores the deep-rooted inequities in the education system of Kashmir. Socioeconomic
disparities, inadequate infrastructure, and external factors such as conflict and climatic challenges create significant
barriers for rural students. While urban areas benefit from better resources and opportunities, rural communities
struggle to overcome systemic neglect. Bridging this divide requires a multipronged approach: increased funding
for rural education, improved digital and physical infrastructure, community-driven awareness programs, and
conflict-resilient policies. Ensuring equitable access to quality education in Kashmir is not only a matter of policy
reform but also a critical step toward empowering underserved communities and fostering sustainable
development.

Conclusion

The research on the influence of socioeconomic status on access to quality education in Kashmir reveals
deep-rooted disparities between urban and rural areas, which significantly affect educational outcomes. These
disparities are rooted in factors such as parental education, household income, access to infrastructure, digital
resources, gender equality, and the socio-political landscape. While urban areas like Srinagar and Anantnag benefit
from better resources, infrastructure, and higher parental education levels, rural regions face substantial challenges
that hinder access to quality education. Parental education stands as one of the primary determinants of educational
success. In urban Kashmir, educated parents are more likely to invest in their children's academic success, offering
financial and emotional support, and participating actively in school activities. This support system fosters higher
educational aspirations among children and results in better academic outcomes. However, in rural areas, where
parental education levels are often low, many families struggle to prioritize education due to economic constraints
and a lack of awareness. Parents in rural areas are more likely to engage their children in economic activities, such
as agriculture or local crafts, as a means of supporting the family. This not only detracts from academic pursuits
but also perpetuates a cycle of limited educational attainment.

Economic disparity is another crucial factor that influences educational access in Kashmir. Urban
households typically have higher incomes, which allow them to afford private education and supplementary
resources, such as coaching centers, online classes, and extracurricular activities. This enables urban students to
perform better academically and be better prepared for competitive exams. On the other hand, rural households
face significant financial constraints, limiting their access to such resources. The reliance on government schools,
which often lack the necessary infrastructure and resources, exacerbates the educational gap between urban and
rural areas. Rural students are frequently subjected to overcrowded classrooms, underqualified teachers, and
outdated teaching materials, which undermines the quality of education they receive. The analysis of infrastructure
disparities highlights the stark differences between urban and rural schools.

In urban areas, schools are generally well-equipped with modern amenities such as libraries, science
laboratories, and computer facilities. These resources contribute significantly to a rich and diverse learning
environment. However, rural schools face challenges such as a lack of proper classrooms, inadequate sanitation
facilities, and insufficient educational materials. These deficiencies not only make the learning experience
uncomfortable but also discourage attendance, particularly among female students, who face additional challenges
related to safety and hygiene. The lack of basic facilities in rural schools also impacts the overall quality of
education, leading to a higher dropout rate and reduced educational attainment in rural areas. The digital divide is
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one of the most pressing issues in the context of modern education. In urban areas, students have greater access to
smartphones, computers, and reliable internet connections, which are essential for engaging with online
educational platforms, especially during periods of school closures, such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Urban
students also have access to e-learning resources, which complement traditional education and offer flexible
learning opportunities. In contrast, rural students face significant barriers in accessing digital resources. Limited
access to the internet, the lack of devices, and low digital literacy rates make it difficult for rural students to
participate in online education. This digital gap not only exacerbates the existing inequalities but also leaves rural
students at a severe disadvantage, as they miss out on the benefits of modern educational tools and platforms.

Gender inequality remains a pervasive issue in Kashmir, especially in rural areas. Cultural norms and
societal expectations often place the burden of domestic chores on girls, leading to higher dropout rates and lower
educational attainment for females. In rural areas, where access to sanitation facilities is often lacking, girls face
additional challenges related to menstruation, which further reduces their attendance at school. The lack of female
role models, limited opportunities for higher education, and a general lack of community support for girls'
education contribute to the continuation of gender disparities in education. While urban areas have seen
improvements in gender parity due to better infrastructure, awareness programs, and policies, rural areas lag
behind in terms of female enrollment and retention. The impact of the socio-political situation in Kashmir has
compounded the challenges in the education sector. Ongoing conflicts, curfews, and political instability disrupt the
academic calendar, particularly in rural areas. Schools are often closed for extended periods due to security
concerns, leading to interruptions in learning. Teacher absenteeism, compounded by the security situation, further
exacerbates the issue, as many teachers are reluctant to work in conflict zones. The frequent closure of schools
disrupts the educational trajectory of students, especially in rural areas, where alternatives to formal schooling are
scarce. Moreover, the psychological stress caused by the ongoing conflict affects the academic performance and
well-being of students, particularly in rural regions that are more directly impacted by the violence and instability.

Addressing the educational disparities in Kashmir requires a multifaceted approach that targets the root
causes of inequity. Socioeconomic factors such as parental education and household income must be addressed
through community engagement programs and financial assistance. It is essential to provide rural areas with better
infrastructure, including the construction of proper classrooms, sanitation facilities, and the provision of teaching
materials and technology. Bridging the digital divide through improved internet connectivity and the distribution of
devices can help ensure that rural students are not left behind in an increasingly digital world. Gender-sensitive
policies and programs must be implemented to promote female education, including scholarships, female role
models, and infrastructure that addresses the specific needs of girls. Finally, efforts to stabilize the region, reduce
conflict, and ensure the safety of students and teachers are vital for creating a conducive environment for learning.
The government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and local communities must work together to address
these challenges. Educational reforms should prioritize inclusivity, ensuring that all children, regardless of their
socioeconomic background or gender, have access to quality education. With targeted interventions, Kashmir can
overcome its educational challenges and create a more equitable and prosperous future for its children. By
investing in the education of future generations, Kashmir can foster social, economic, and cultural development
that benefits all members of society.
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