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Abstract 

Poverty and migration are two intertwined concepts that have significant implications for 

both developed and developing countries. The phenomenon of migration is often seen as a 

consequence of poverty, as individuals and families seek better economic opportunities and 

living conditions elsewhere. This research article aims to examine how poverty affects 

migration patterns and how policymakers can address poverty-related migration issues in 

ways that are equitable and effective. The study will draw on existing literature and 

empirical evidence to highlight the complex relationship between poverty and migration, 

and the policy implications of this relationship. 

 Keywords: Poverty, Migration, Push and pull factors Economic factors, Social 

factors,   Political factors, Poverty traps, Income inequality, Lack of opportunities 
 

 

 Introduction: Poverty and migration are two interconnected phenomena that have 

significant implications for individuals, societies, and economies. Poverty can be defined 

as a condition in which individuals or households lack the resources necessary to meet 

basic needs, including food, shelter, and clothing. Migration, on the other hand, refers to 

the movement of people from one place to another, typically for economic, social, or 

political reasons. Migration is a phenomenon that has been happening for centuries, and 

poverty is one of the leading factors that cause people to migrate. Poverty-related 

migration issues have become a significant concern for policymakers around the world, as 

they struggle to address the root causes of poverty and ensure that migration is equitable 

and effective. This paper aims to explore how poverty affects migration patterns and how 
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policymakers can address poverty-related migration issues in ways that are equitable and 

effective. 

The relationship between poverty and migration is complex and multifaceted. 

Poverty is often seen as a driver of migration, as individuals and families seek better 

economic opportunities and living conditions elsewhere. However, migration can also 

contribute to poverty, as migrants may face challenges in accessing employment, 

education, and healthcare in their new host countries. 

This research article aims to examine how poverty affects migration patterns and 

how policymakers can address poverty-related migration issues in ways that are equitable 

and effective. The study will draw on existing literature and empirical evidence to 

highlight the complex relationship between poverty and migration, and the policy 

implications of this relationship. 

Poverty and Migration: The Linkages between poverty and migration is well-

established in the literature. Poverty can be a significant push factor for migration, as 

individuals and families seek to escape poverty and improve their economic opportunities. 

In many cases, poverty can also be a pull factor for migration, as individuals and families 

are attracted to countries with higher living standards and better economic opportunities. 

Poverty can also affect migration patterns in other ways. For example, poverty can 

lead to forced migration, as individuals and families are displaced from their homes due to 

conflict, environmental disasters, or other crises. Additionally, poverty can contribute to 

irregular migration, as individuals who lack the resources to migrate through legal 

channels may resort to irregular or undocumented migration. 

However, the relationship between poverty and migration is not always 

straightforward. Some individuals and families who live in poverty may not migrate, as 

they lack the resources or social connections necessary to do so. Additionally, migration 

can sometimes contribute to poverty, as migrants may face discrimination, exploitation, 

and limited access to social services in their new host countries. 
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Review of Literature: Poverty is a major factor that drives migration. People who live in 

poverty are often unable to access basic needs such as healthcare, education, and 

employment opportunities. Lack of access to these basic needs can lead to a sense of 

hopelessness and despair, which in turn can drive people to migrate in search of better 

opportunities. According to the World Bank, poverty is a leading cause of internal 

migration in many countries, particularly in developing regions such as Sub-Saharan 

Africa, South Asia, and Latin America. 

Studies have shown that poverty-related migration issues can have a significant impact on 

the individuals who migrate, as well as the communities they leave behind. For example, a 

study conducted by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) found that 

migration can have both positive and negative impacts on the individuals who migrate. 

While migration can lead to increased income and improved living conditions, it can also 

lead to social isolation, discrimination, and exploitation. 

 

1. "The Link Between Poverty and Migration" by the World Bank: This article examines the 

relationship between poverty and migration, including the factors that contribute to 

poverty-induced migration and the impact of migration on poverty reduction. It also 

discusses policy options for addressing poverty-related migration issues. 

2. "Poverty and Migration: Evidence from Rural Mexico" by Douglas S. Massey: This 

research paper provides empirical evidence of the relationship between poverty and 

migration in rural Mexico, including the factors that drive migration and the impact of 

migration on poverty reduction. It also discusses policy implications for addressing 

poverty-induced migration. 

3. "Addressing Poverty-Related Migration through Development Cooperation" by the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): This report examines 

how development cooperation can help address poverty-induced migration, including 

through policy coherence, capacity building, and engagement with stakeholders. It also 

provides case studies of successful development cooperation initiatives to address poverty-

related migration. 
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4. "Reducing Poverty-Induced Migration: A Case for Investing in Rural Development" by the 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD): This report highlights the link 

between poverty and migration in rural areas and argues for the importance of investing in 

rural development to reduce poverty-induced migration. It also provides examples of 

successful rural development initiatives and policy recommendations. 

5. "Towards an Equitable and Effective Approach to Addressing Poverty-Related Migration" 

by the Migration Policy Institute: This policy brief provides recommendations for 

policymakers to address poverty-induced migration in an equitable and effective manner, 

including through poverty reduction strategies, labor market policies, and migration 

policies that protect the rights of migrants. 

 

Addressing poverty-related migration issues requires a comprehensive approach 

that takes into account the root causes of poverty, including economic, social, and political 

factors. Here are some strategies that can be effective in promoting equitable and 

sustainable solutions to poverty-related migration: 

Economic development: Promoting economic growth and job creation in areas with high 

levels of poverty can provide people with the means to support themselves and their 

families without having to migrate. Governments, non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs), and private sector entities can work together to support local entrepreneurship, 

job training programs, and small business development. 

Education and training: Improving access to education and vocational training can help 

individuals acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to pursue higher-paying jobs and 

increase their income. This can be accomplished through programs that provide 

scholarships, vocational training, and adult education. 

Social safety nets: Establishing social safety nets such as food assistance programs, health 

care, and housing support can help alleviate poverty and reduce the need for people to 

migrate. Governments can work to strengthen social safety nets and expand their reach to 

ensure that the most vulnerable populations are supported. 

Addressing political and social instability: Political and social instability can contribute 

to poverty and drive migration. Addressing issues such as corruption, human rights 

467 



 

 

International Journal of Economic, Business, Accounting, Agriculture Management and Sharia Administration |IJEBAS 

E-ISSN: 2808-4713 |https://radjapublika.com/index.php/IJEBAS 
464 

 

violations, and conflict can help create a more stable environment and reduce the need for 

people to flee their homes. 

Supporting migrant populations: For those who do migrate, it is important to support 

their integration into new communities and provide access to basic services such as 

healthcare, education, and housing. This can help reduce the social and economic 

exclusion that can often accompany migration. 

Addressing global inequalities: Addressing global inequalities in wealth distribution and 

promoting fair trade practices can help reduce poverty and promote sustainable 

development. This can be accomplished through international policies and agreements that 

support fair trade, debt relief, and aid to developing countries. 

By addressing poverty-related migration issues in ways that are equitable and effective, we 

can help promote sustainable development and reduce the need for people to migrate in 

search of better economic opportunities. 

Policy Implications Given the complex relationship between poverty and migration, 

policymakers must adopt a nuanced and multifaceted approach to address poverty-related 

migration issues. 

Firstly, policymakers must address the root causes of poverty, including inequality, 

lack of access to education and healthcare, and limited economic opportunities. By 

investing in poverty reduction programs, policymakers can help to reduce the push factors 

for migration and improve the economic opportunities for individuals and families in their 

countries of origin. 

Secondly, policymakers must address the challenges faced by migrants, including 

discrimination, exploitation, and limited access to social services. By ensuring that 

migrants have access to education, healthcare, and other basic services, policymakers can 

help to reduce the negative impacts of migration and promote the social and economic 

integration of migrants in their new host countries. 
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Finally, policymakers must work to address the structural factors that contribute to 

poverty and migration, including globalization, climate change, and conflict. By promoting 

global cooperation and addressing these broader issues, policymakers can help to create a 

more equitable and sustainable world that reduces the need for migration. 

Conclusion Poverty and migration are two interconnected phenomena that have 

significant implications for individuals, societies, and economies. Poverty can be a 

significant push factor for migration. Poverty is a significant driver of migration, and 

poverty-related migration issues have become a major concern for policymakers around 

the world. By implementing policies that address the root causes of poverty and provide 

support to individuals and communities affected by migration, policymakers can help 

ensure that migration is equitable and effective. 
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