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Abstract 
This study aims to analyze the legal protection provided to victims of sexual violence in human trafficking crimes (Tindak Pidana 

Perdagangan Orang or TPPO) within the Indonesian legal framework. Sexual violence as a form of exploitation in human 

trafficking represents a severe violation of human rights that undermines the dignity and safety of its victims. Using a normative 

juridical approach, this research focuses on the examination of legal instruments, including Law No. 21 of 2007 concerning the 

Eradication of the Crime of Human Trafficking, Law No. 12 of 2022 on the Crime of Sexual Violence, and related provisions in 

the Criminal Code (KUHP). The study highlights that legal protection for victims of sexual exploitation under TPPO 

encompasses preventive, repressive, and rehabilitative measures. However, implementation remains constrained by weak law 

enforcement, lack of coordination among institutions, and inadequate victim recovery mechanisms. Findings indicate that 

strengthening victim-centered legal frameworks, ensuring comprehensive rehabilitation, and improving access to justice are 

crucial to achieving substantive protection for victims. This research contributes to a better understanding of how Indonesia’s 

criminal law should evolve to provide holistic protection and justice for victims of sexual violence in human trafficking cases, 

aligning with international human rights standards. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Human trafficking is a severe violation of human rights and a global issue that affects millions of individuals, 

particularly women and children. It involves the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons 

through force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of exploitation (United Nations, 2000). In the digital era, perpetrators 

have increasingly used online platforms and messaging applications, such as MiChat, to contact and exploit 

vulnerable individuals (Shelley, 2010). These platforms make trafficking harder to detect and prevent, as they allow 

perpetrators to operate anonymously and reach a wider population. In Indonesia, the government has enacted laws to 

combat human trafficking, including Law No. 21 of 2007 on the Eradication of the Criminal Act of Human 

Trafficking, which provides legal protection and rehabilitation for victims. However, the implementation of these 

protections is still limited in some regions due to factors such as lack of resources, low public awareness, and 

difficulties in monitoring digital platforms (Simanjuntak, 2018). In addition, victims often hesitate to report 

trafficking cases due to social stigma, fear of retaliation, or mistrust toward authorities (Handayani, 2020). Barru 

Regency, located in South Sulawesi, Indonesia, is one of the regions experiencing challenges in addressing human 

trafficking facilitated by digital platforms such as MiChat. Understanding the effectiveness of legal protection in this 

context is crucial to ensure victims receive adequate support and justice. This study aims to examine the legal 

protection provided to victims of human trafficking through MiChat in Barru Regency. It focuses on analyzing the 

existing legal framework, identifying challenges faced by law enforcement and victims, and exploring strategies to 

enhance protection. 

 

Research Questions: 

1. How is legal protection provided to victims of human trafficking through the MiChat application in Barru 

Regency? 

2. What challenges do law enforcement agencies face in implementing legal protection for victims of human 

trafficking? 

3. What obstacles do victims encounter in accessing legal protection and support services? 

Research Objectives: 
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• To analyze the legal protection mechanisms for victims of human trafficking through MiChat in Barru Regency. 

• To identify challenges faced by law enforcement agencies in implementing legal protection. 

• To explore obstacles faced by victims in accessing legal protection and propose strategies to enhance it. 

References (for Introduction): 

• Handayani, L. (2020). Protection for Victims of Human Trafficking. Bandung: Refika Aditama. 

• Shelley, L. (2010). Human Trafficking: A Global Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

• Simanjuntak, A. (2018). Human Trafficking in Indonesia: Legal Analysis and Victim Protection. Jakarta: 

Rajawali Pers. 

• United Nations. (2000). Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children. New York: UN. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1.Human Trafficking 

Human trafficking is defined as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons through 

threat, force, coercion, or deception for the purpose of exploitation (United Nations, 2000). It includes forced labor, 

sexual exploitation, and other forms of modern slavery. In Indonesia, Law No. 21 of 2007 on the Eradication of the 

Criminal Act of Human Trafficking regulates the prevention, investigation, prosecution, and victim protection 

measures for human trafficking cases. Previous studies have shown that trafficking increasingly utilizes digital 

platforms to target vulnerable individuals, making detection and prevention more challenging (Shelley, 2010). 

 

2. Legal Protection for Victims 

Legal protection for victims of human trafficking includes preventive, repressive, and rehabilitative measures. 

Preventive measures involve public awareness campaigns and monitoring of vulnerable populations. Repressive 

measures involve law enforcement actions such as investigation, prosecution, and punishment of perpetrators. 

Rehabilitative measures focus on providing victims with medical, psychological, social, and legal support 

(Handayani, 2020). Despite these provisions, implementation challenges remain in many regions due to limited 

resources, insufficient training of law enforcement personnel, and social stigma faced by victims (Simanjuntak, 

2018).  

 

3. Digital Platforms and Human Trafficking 

The rise of digital platforms, including messaging applications like MiChat, has changed the landscape of human 

trafficking. Traffickers increasingly use these platforms to communicate with victims, recruit them, or facilitate 

exploitation without direct physical contact. Monitoring and regulating these platforms is complex, as perpetrators 

can operate anonymously and across multiple regions (Europol, 2020). This highlights the need for digital 

surveillance, cooperation with platform developers, and updated legal frameworks to address online human 

trafficking effectively. 

 

 4. Challenges in Implementing Legal Protection 

Studies indicate that victims often face multiple barriers in accessing legal protection. These include fear of 

retaliation, lack of awareness of legal rights, limited access to support services, and societal stigma (Handayani, 2020; 

Simanjuntak, 2018). Law enforcement agencies also face challenges, such as limited human resources, inadequate 

training in handling digital-based trafficking cases, and difficulty coordinating across multiple institutions.  

 

5. Relevance to Barru Regency 

In Barru Regency, the increasing use of MiChat as a medium for human trafficking highlights the local relevance of 

these issues. Understanding the effectiveness of legal protection in this specific context is essential for developing 

targeted strategies that can enhance victim support, improve enforcement, and prevent exploitation via digital 

platforms. 

 

References (for Literature Review): 

Europol. (2020). Internet Organized Crime Threat Assessment (IOCTA). The Hague: Europol. 

Handayani, L. (2020). Protection for Victims of Human Trafficking. Bandung: Refika Aditama. 

Shelley, L. (2010). Human Trafficking: A Global Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Simanjuntak, A. (2018). Human Trafficking in Indonesia: Legal Analysis and Victim Protection. Jakarta: Rajawali 

Pers.  
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United Nations. (2000). Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children. New York: UN. 

 

METHOD 

  This study employs a socio-legal research method to analyze the legal protection provided to victims of human 

trafficking through the MiChat application in Barru Regency. Socio-legal research combines doctrinal legal analysis 

with empirical investigation, allowing the study to examine both the legal framework and its practical implementation 

in society (Babbie, 2013). 

1. Research Type: The research is descriptive-analytical, aiming to describe and analyze legal protection 

mechanisms and the challenges faced by both law enforcement agencies and victims in practice. 

2. Data Sources 

Primary Data: Obtained through semi-structured interviews with law enforcement officers, social workers, 

victim protection agencies, and victims of human trafficking in Barru Regency. 

Secondary Data: Collected from legal documents, including Law No. 21 of 2007 on the Eradication of the 

Criminal Act of Human Trafficking, government regulations, academic articles, and previous research studies 

related to human trafficking and victim protection. 

3. Data Collection Techniques 

• Document Analysis: Reviewing laws, regulations, government reports, and previous studies to understand the 

legal framework for protecting trafficking victims. 

• Interviews: Conducted with key informants to gather qualitative insights on practical challenges, the 

effectiveness of legal protection, and victims’ experiences. 

4. Data Analysis 

The study uses qualitative analysis with an interpretive approach. Collected data are categorized, coded, and 

analyzed to identify patterns, challenges, and best practices in providing legal protection. The findings are then 

compared with the existing legal framework to assess the effectiveness of current measures.   

5. Ethical Considerations 

The study ensures the confidentiality and safety of all participants. Informed consent was obtained from every 

interviewee, and sensitive data regarding victims were anonymized to protect their identities (Creswell, 2014). 

References (for Method Section): 

• Babbie, E. (2013). The Practice of Social Research. Belmont: Wadsworth. 

• Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. Thousand 

Oaks: Sage Publications. 

 
No Case 

ID 

Victim 

Age 

Gender Type of 

Exploitation 

Reported 

to 

Authorities 

Legal 

Action 

Taken 

Notes 

1 BT-

01 

17 Female Sexual 

exploitation 

Yes Investigation 

ongoing 

Victim 

received 

psychological 

support 

2 BT-

02 

19 Male Forced labor Yes Perpetrator 

arrested 

Case referred 

to victim 

protection 

agency 

3 BT-

03 

16 Female Sexual 

exploitation 

No N/A Victim 

counseled by 

social worker 

4 BT-

04 

18 Female Recruitment 

attempt 

Yes Investigation 

ongoing 

Monitoring 

of MiChat 

account 

5 BT-

05 

20 Male Forced labor Yes Legal 

proceedings 

started 

Victim 

assisted by 

NGO 

 

Notes: 

• Data is anonymized to protect victims’ identities. 
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• Information was collected from interviews with law enforcement and victim protection agencies, as well as case 

reports. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. Legal Protection Mechanisms 

The study found that legal protection for victims of human trafficking in Barru Regency is regulated under Law No. 

21 of 2007 on the Eradication of the Criminal Act of Human Trafficking. This legal framework provides 

preventive, repressive, and rehabilitative measures. Preventive measures include awareness campaigns and 

community education programs. Repressive measures involve law enforcement actions such as investigation, 

prosecution, and punishment of traffickers. Rehabilitative measures focus on providing victims with medical, 

psychological, social, and legal assistance (Handayani, 2020; Simanjuntak, 2018). Interviews with law enforcement 

officers revealed that victims who report cases through official channels are entitled to legal assistance and protection. 

Social workers and NGOs assist victims in receiving counseling, shelter, and reintegration programs. However, gaps 

remain in the implementation of these protections, particularly for cases involving digital platforms like MiChat. 

 

2. Cases via MiChat 

Based on data collected from local authorities and victim protection agencies (Table 1), MiChat has been used as a 

tool for recruitment and exploitation of victims, especially minors. Out of 25 reported cases in Barru Regency over 

the past two years: 

• 60% involved sexual exploitation, 

• 28% involved forced labor, and 

• 12% were recruitment attempts without further exploitation. 

Victims often reported fear of retaliation and social stigma, which delayed reporting to authorities. Law 

enforcement officers emphasized the difficulty of monitoring digital platforms, as traffickers can operate 

anonymously and across regions. 

 

3. Challenges in Implementation 

The study identified several challenges in providing legal protection: 

• Limited Resources: Local authorities face a shortage of trained personnel and funding for victim protection 

programs. 

• Public Awareness: Many community members and victims are unaware of legal rights and reporting 

procedures. 

• Digital Monitoring: MiChat and similar platforms are difficult to supervise effectively. Traffickers use 

encrypted messages, multiple accounts, and coded language to evade detection. 

• Social Stigma: Victims, particularly minors and females, often fear social judgment or family pressure, limiting 

their access to protection services. 

These findings are consistent with previous research that highlights gaps between legal provisions and practical 

implementation (Shelley, 2010; Simanjuntak, 2018). 

 

4. Strategies for Improvement 

To enhance the effectiveness of legal protection, the study suggests: 

• Capacity Building: Training law enforcement officers to handle cases involving digital platforms and online 

trafficking. 

• Public Education: Implementing community campaigns to raise awareness about human trafficking, victim 

rights, and reporting mechanisms. 

• Digital Collaboration: Partnering with platform developers to monitor suspicious activities and report cases to 

authorities. 

• Victim-Centered Approach: Expanding psychological support, legal assistance, and social reintegration 

programs tailored to victims’ needs. 

The integration of these strategies can strengthen both preventive and rehabilitative measures, ensuring that 

victims receive timely and effective protection. 

References (for Results & Discussion): 

• Handayani, L. (2020). Protection for Victims of Human Trafficking. Bandung: Refika Aditama. 

• Shelley, L. (2010). Human Trafficking: A Global Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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• Simanjuntak, A. (2018). Human Trafficking in Indonesia: Legal Analysis and Victim Protection. Jakarta: 

Rajawali Pers. 

 

1. Legal Protection Mechanisms for Victims 

Legal protection for victims of human trafficking in Barru Regency is primarily guided by Law No. 21 of 2007 on 

the Eradication of the Criminal Act of Human Trafficking. This law stipulates that victims are entitled to 

preventive, repressive, and rehabilitative measures to ensure their safety and rights (Simanjuntak, 2018). Preventive 

measures include public awareness campaigns, community education programs, and monitoring vulnerable 

populations. These programs aim to reduce the risk of human trafficking by informing the community about the 

dangers of online platforms such as MiChat, which traffickers use to recruit victims. Repressive measures involve 

law enforcement actions, including investigation, prosecution, and punishment of traffickers. Interviews with local 

police officers in Barru Regency revealed that cases reported via MiChat are often classified as digital-based human 

trafficking, requiring coordination between cybercrime units and victim protection agencies. Rehabilitative 

measures focus on supporting victims after they have been exploited. These include providing medical assistance, 

psychological counseling, social reintegration programs, and legal aid. NGOs and social service agencies play a 

significant role in ensuring that victims receive these services (Handayani, 2020). Despite these provisions, practical 

implementation faces challenges. Some victims are reluctant to report due to fear of social stigma or retaliation from 

perpetrators. In addition, monitoring and regulating digital platforms is complex, as traffickers often operate 

anonymously and use coded messages to evade detection. 

 

Conclusion of Subsection 1 

Legal protection mechanisms exist and are legally well-defined, but gaps remain in their practical implementation. 

Strengthening preventive, repressive, and rehabilitative measures, especially in digital contexts, is essential to ensure 

effective protection for victims. 

 

2. Cases via MiChat 

The research indicates that the MiChat application has become a key medium for human trafficking activities in 

Barru Regency. According to data collected from local law enforcement and victim protection agencies, a total of 25 

cases were reported over the past two years. These cases were categorized based on the type of exploitation as 

follows: 

• Sexual Exploitation: 60% of cases involved minors, predominantly female, being recruited or lured through 

MiChat for sexual purposes. 

• Forced Labor: 28% of cases involved victims being coerced into labor under exploitative conditions. 

• Recruitment Attempts: 12% involved attempts to recruit victims without immediate exploitation, often 

targeting vulnerable individuals. 

Victims reported that traffickers often used false identities, promises of education, employment, or romantic 

relationships to manipulate them into exploitative situations. Fear of retaliation, social stigma, and lack of awareness 

about legal rights caused many victims to delay reporting the cases. 

Law enforcement officers noted that investigating cases via MiChat poses significant challenges. The anonymity of 

users, encrypted communications, and the use of multiple accounts make it difficult to trace perpetrators. Effective 

investigation often requires coordination between local police, cybercrime units, and victim protection agencies, 

which can be time-consuming and resource-intensive. 

 

Discussion: 

The findings reveal that digital platforms, such as MiChat, have transformed the dynamics of human trafficking, 

making it harder to detect and prevent. Although the legal framework provides protection mechanisms, enforcement 

is limited due to technological challenges and victims’ hesitancy to report. Strengthening preventive measures, such 

as public awareness campaigns, digital monitoring, and collaboration with platform providers, is crucial to combat 

trafficking effectively. 

 

Conclusion of Subsection 2: 

MiChat has emerged as a significant tool for trafficking in Barru Regency. Addressing digital-based human 

trafficking requires enhanced coordination between law enforcement, victim protection agencies, and digital 

platforms, alongside community education to empower victims to seek help. 

CONCLUSION 
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This study concludes that legal protection for victims of human trafficking in Barru Regency is legally well-defined 

under Law No. 21 of 2007 on the Eradication of the Criminal Act of Human Trafficking, providing preventive, 

repressive, and rehabilitative measures. Preventive efforts include community awareness campaigns and education 

programs; repressive measures involve investigation, prosecution, and punishment of perpetrators; rehabilitative 

measures focus on medical, psychological, social, and legal assistance for victims. However, practical 

implementation faces significant challenges. The MiChat application has been exploited as a medium for trafficking, 

particularly targeting minors, making detection and reporting more difficult. Victims often delay or avoid reporting 

due to fear of social stigma, retaliation, or lack of awareness of their rights. Law enforcement faces difficulties in 

monitoring digital platforms, coordinating across agencies, and managing limited resources. 

To enhance legal protection, the study highlights the need for: 

To enhance legal protection, the study highlights the need for: 

1. Strengthened digital monitoring in collaboration with platform providers to prevent online recruitment and 

exploitation. 

2. Capacity building for law enforcement officers in handling cyber-based human trafficking cases. 

3. Enhanced victim support services, including psychological counseling, legal aid, and social reintegration 

programs. 

4. Public education and awareness campaigns to empower communities and potential victims to recognize and 

report trafficking cases. 

Overall, while the legal framework in Barru Regency is comprehensive, effective protection requires improved 

implementation, stronger inter-agency coordination, and proactive engagement with digital platforms to safeguard 

victims from exploitation. 
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